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BIPC Digital Imaging Study Group
Assignment 2003-07, September 11, 2003 - Don Cooper
Subject: Healing Brush, Patch Tool, Blur/Sharpen/Smudge tools  and the   and
thePS7 brushes.

The Healing Brush and the Patch Tool use pixel information
from a source, either a sampled area or a pattern, and then blends
these pixels with existing pixels from your image. This is similar
to the Clone/Stamp tool but the new tools do not take the informa-
tion verbatim; instead they interpolate it to blend seamlessly with
the existing image. Both the Healing Brush and the Patch Tool
work best when you are correcting small areas that are not signifi-
cantly different from what you want the final product to look like.
Otherwise, the Clone/Stamp tool may work best.

To use the Healing Brush:
1. Select the Healing Brush tool.
2. Click the brush sample in the options bar and set brush

options in the pop-up palette.
3. Choose a blending mode from the Mode pop-up menu in

the options bar. Click the Sampled radio button. Deselect
Aligned.

4. Choose a source to use for repairing pixels in the options
bar

5. Alt-click at the desired sampling point.
6. Use short brush strokes in the areas to be repaired.

To use the Patch Tool:
1. Select the Patch tool.
2. Drag the mouse around the area you want to repair, and

select Source in the options bar.
3. Drag the selection to the area from which you want to

sample. When you release the mouse button, the origi-
nally selected area is patched with the sampled pixels.
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You use the Blur  tool to help blend jagged edges between two
images being composited, as well as to remove the jaggies from a
diagonal line or just to soften selected parts of an image. You can
use the Sharpen tool to locally sharpen an area without making a
selection. Both tool work best when you try different levels of
pressure (opacity) from the Tool Options bar, and you should start
out with a low pressure, as they can work quite quickly.

The Smudge tool causes the image area you brush to behave like
wet paint. You can click and drag to smear one color area into
another. The size of the blend depends on the size and softness of
the brush you use. The pressure controls the amount of paint that
mixes with each stroke and how far into the stroke the paint
smears.

To use the Blur or Sharpen tool:
1. Select the Blur tool  or Sharpen tool
2. Choose a brush and set brush options.
3. Specify a blending mode and strength.
4. Select Use All Layers to blur or sharpen using data from

all visible layers. If this is deselected, the tool uses data
from only the active layer.

5. Drag the mouse pointer over the part of the image you
want to blur or sharpen.

To use the Smudge tool:
1. Select the Smudge tool.
2. Choose a brush and set brush options.
3. Specify a blending mode and strength.
4. Select Use All Layers, if desired. See #4, above.
5. The Smudge tool uses the color that is under the mouse

pointer at the beginning of the stroke. Alternatively, if you
press the Alt key the foreground color will be used.
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The brushes that come with Photoshop are many and
varied. In addition, you can edit these brushes and
create new ones. Here’s an exercise that will help
you start to become familiar with the use of them:

1. Load an image in Photoshop. Select the
portion(s) of the image that you want to
paint.

2. Press “b” on the keyboard to bring up the
Brush tool.

3. Click on the palette button on the right side
of the options bar to display the Brushes
palette.  Select one of the tips in the matrix
and look at the bottom preview window to
see what a brush stroke will look like.

5. When you have decided which brush number
you want, set the Master Diameter with the
slider located below the matrix of brush tips.

6. Set a foreground color.

7. In the Options bar, select Blending Mode,
Opacity and Flow strength. Flow specifies
how quickly paint is applied by the brush
tool.

8. Stroke the brush over the area(s) you have
selected in your image. Modify as desired.

It is suggested that you read Working with brushes in
the Photoshop User Guide to learn about the many
variations that are available.


