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Overview and Feature Summary – Photoshop Album
Version 2.0

Windows only – ME, 2000, or XP – Pentium III or 4 processor

Anyone with a digital camera, if not already, will soon be confronted with the need for an
efficient way to store and retrieve their photos. There are numerous programs available
that are designed to help with this process. This presentation deals solely with the use of
Photoshop Album – version 2.0 (referred to hereafter as Album).

Why use Album? After trying other programs I switched to this one because it is very
user friendly, it has many useful features, and as an Adobe product it has been developed
with Photoshop users in mind. It files and retrieves large numbers of photos , makes slide
shows, photo cards and other items, burns CDs, and mails photos…all with great
simplicity and ease.

Getting star ted. Before using Album, I found that I had lost control of the location of my
various photos. I had placed scanned slides in one location, digital photos download from
two different cameras in another, and photos sent to me by e-mail in still another. Finally,
I started moving some photos into one of the available file programs that I hoped would
solve my problem. It didn’ t. After trying still another program, I found myself with
duplicate files and still having considerable difficulty in retrieving specific images.
Belatedly, I realized that Window’s provision for “My Pictures”  was a well founded
concept providing a single location for all of your photos. So I proceeded to move all of
mine into that location and then organized them in appropriate folders. Interestingly,
while this is a good practice (the reasons will become apparent), it is not essential for
Album to function.

Album has six basic functions
identified as follows: Get Photos,
Organize, Find, Fix, Create, and
Share.

Get Photos. With one click, Album
can provide the user with a
thumbnail copy of every photo in
your hard drive, regardless of its
location, and it places the
thumbnails into a single location,
organized for easy viewing and
retrieval. This is accomplished by
the user selecting the “Get Photos”
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tool. This enables you to locate your photos by means of a) the “Search Hard Drive”
which performs a search throughout your hard drive and places thumbnails (links) of all
of your photos in Album…all with one click, b) the Camera or Card Reader function,  by
default, stores  images in a subfolder at C:\Documents and Settings\My
Pictures\Adobe\Digital Camera Photos\  for all photos downloaded by your digital
camera or storage card and also creates corresponding thumbnails in Album, c) Scanner
does the same with files received from your scanner, d) File Folders which opens your
stored photo folders in “My Pictures”  enabling you to select individual images or files
and place their thumbnails into Album, and e) CD  which does the same as b) and c)
directly from a photo CD, and f) Mobile Phone which enables the user to exchange
photos with compatible mobile phones and store the results. The resulting imported
images appear in Album in a format such as the following which may be set at the user’s
discretion to show various size thumbnails arrayed in the photo well in rows ranging from
one large thumbnail to eleven small thumbnails. Album is designed to accommodate up to
50,000 photos.

·  

NOTE: It is important to remember that the thumbnails are linked to the addresses of the
actual photos where they resided at the time the thumbnails were created. If you relocate
your photo, Album will no longer recognize its location without reconnecting the
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thumbnail with the photo’s new location. Album provides a capability for doing this. It
helps to have all of your photos stored in one location such as “My Pictures” .

Organize. One of the powerful features of Album is its filing and retrieval system.
Fundamental to this is the ability to create “ file”  tags that you can drag and drop on the
related photos. By clicking on the “Organize”  icon, the tag pane will open. The tags
enable the user to quickly identify the photo locations in multiple ways. Album has four
overall tag categories: People, Places, Events, and Other. While you cannot create other
categories, you can create sub-categories as well as individual tags for specific photos or
collections of photos.   For example, you might have a tag titled “Spring Outing – 2004”
that you file under Events. By selecting all of the photos taken during that outing you can
drag the tag to any of one of those locations and all will become tagged. You might also
tag all of your photos of “Children” , placing the tag under the “People”  icon. A sub-
folder of Girls might also be tagged and placed under Children, and so on. In so doing,
you will note that this system allows you to cross categorize and tag photos from any or
all of your folders in My Pictures (or wherever they are stored)

Find. You can find photos in one of three ways. You can select one or more of the tags in
your folders or sub-folders. This will immediately bring the selected photos into the
photo well (excluding the remainder). You may also search in calendar mode by year,
month, or day. Also, you can select specific date ranges and organize their view sequence
by newest first or oldest first.

Fix. Album provides the user with the option to edit individual photos with a simplified
quick edit feature. This has a general category of fixes for lighting, color, and sharpening.
It also has extra features for red eye, cropping, and special filters (sepia, black and white).
If more detailed adjustments are necessary, Album provides one click access to your full
Photoshop capability or other chosen default program.

Create. The fun part of Album is its ability to make various “creations”  using available
templates. These easy to use mini-programs offer a wide range of capabilities including:

making your own photo albums,
slideshows, greeting cards, e-cards,
calendars, and hard cover photo
books. Each creation has a “wizard”
to guide you through the operation.
The drag and drop capability lets you
move selected photos into the wizard
well with ease and to re-sequence
them at will. For example, with a
few simple moves, you can create
and print your own calendar. With
the help of the local print shop you
can spiral bound it and send it to
family or friends or keep one for
yourself. Slide shows come easy
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using the slideshow wizard. In addition to a selection of visual formats and duration of
views, it allows you to browse “My Music”  and select a favorite music arrangement to
play with your slideshow. Then with only one click you can burn a CD of the resulting
product! You can also create a CD Video (CDV) which can be played on your DVD
player to be viewed on your TV.

Another unique and creative way to share your photos on the Internet is by making an
Adobe Atmosphere 3D Gallery. By means of another mini-program your photos are
placed on the “walls of a virtual gallery building” , where users can "walk around" in the
unique 3D space to view your images. It©s even possible for multiple visitors to view the
gallery at the same time so you can also chat with friends and family about your photos.

Share. Album has provided a simple means for all of us to share our photos. If you have
struggled to get your photos the right size for emailing to friends, this program takes the

work out of it and even
enables you to send small
PDF slideshows and eCards
with ease. The email tool
incorporates an address file
that you simply check the
person(s) intended to receive
your mail and a message
form appears with the
photos(s) properly sized as an
attachment. This also has
provisions for sending to
mobile phones, Palm OS, and
TiVo DVR.

Notes:

1. Adobe provides a free downloadable version of Photoshop Album 2.0 for trial purposes. See:
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshopalbum/starter.html.
2. Although Photoshop Album 2.0 is very user friendly, the program includes both a quick guide
of simple instructions as well as a detailed help file.
3. Various books are available on the use of this program. I referred to Adobe Photoshop Album
for Windows (a visual quick start guide) by Nolan Hester in preparation of this summary.
4. Photoshop Album 2.0 does not support RAW images except for certain cameras using
Photoshop Album Camera Raw import filter (2.0)
See: http://www.adobe.com/support/techdocs/31e7e.htm


